 MILNTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL
Draft Minutes of a meeting of Milnthorpe Parish Council held on                       Monday 14th March 2016 in the Catholic Church Hall, Milnthorpe at 7.30pm.
Present: Cllrs Jim Robson (Chair), Barbara Adair, Alan Baverstock, Roger Bingham, Rod Bowker, Neil Dodds, Clare Lachmann and Paul Troughton. Also County Cllr Ian Stewart & District Councillor David Ryder (for item 6), Parish Clerk John Scargill, Market Supervisor Ann Johnston and four members of the public. 
1. Apologies for Absence: Cllr Scrogham (work), Kathy Watts-Jones (MiPAD) & Cumbria Police. 
2. Minutes of the meeting held on 8th February 2016 - had been circulated, were APPROVED by the meeting and signed as a correct record by Cllr Robson.
3. Announcements by the Chair – none.
4. Declaration of interest by members in respect of items on this agenda – Cllr Adair - possible interest (as a neighbour) re planning application SL/2016/0073.
5.   Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting on 8th February 2016. 
      5.1 Draft licences for Playing Field users (5.1) – ongoing – more precise definition of Playing

            Field boundaries needed. Agreed – to grant permission for handrail onto field from property 29

            Park Road. Clerk to write to property owner accordingly (cc to Dallam for information).
              5.2 Community-operated speedwatch monitoring devices (5.2) – equipment now received.

                    Grants towards cost received or in pipeline from SLDC.
              5.3 Replacement of bollards on the Square (5.3) – temporary installation done but more work

                    needed to make permanent. 
              5.4 Storm Desmond (5.5) – rectification matters progressing slowly, hampered by the number

                    of parties involved (Dallam, CCC, Environment Agency, Gas Company and MPC). Work on

                    repairing boundary wall at southern end of playing field unable to begin until repair of river wall
                    completed. Both football pitches currently unplayable. Condition of the old bridge also of
                    concern and ownership uncertain. Unspecified receipt date for promised central government
                    rectification funding.
      6.   Public Participation:  
6.1 Police Report – 56 reported incidents resulting in 17 crimes in the general area – 6 local.
6.2 County Council (Cllr Stewart) – CCC’s Council Tax requirement would increase for 2016/17, as previously reported. There was to be a review of business rating values in 2017. A ‘pothole fund’ of £250m to become available from central government but no deal yet on general CCC funding. Cllr Stewart to make some £2,000 available to help resolve at an early date the problem of persistent flooding in Cemetery Lane – Cllr Stewart thanked for this. A good start had been made on road lining in Milnthorpe but this remained to be completed to a satisfactory standard. A traffic restriction sign at one end of Paradise Lane would cost about £500. Parking information signs were yet to be placed on Main Street/Harmony Hill.
6.3 District Council (Cllr Ryder) – nothing to report, except that SLDC’s Council Tax requirement for 2016/17 would increase after all, due to the need to rectify Storm Desmond damage without further delay, while awaiting promised funding from central government.
6.5  MiPAD – would be meeting this week to agree phase 1 of its development project, following SLDC’s approval of a grant.
6.6  Matters raised by electors – the problem of Cemetery Lane flooding was of great concern to villagers but the promised funding from Cllr Stewart (6.2 above) offered the realistic prospect of an early and permanent solution. The local farmer had signalled co-operation especially in making things easier for wheelchair users to access the cemetery. Yellow lining progress (see also 6.2 above).
7.   Planning Matters.
7.1 Applications under consideration by MPC and SLDC decisions                                                                 March 2016 meeting

Type A applications – SLDC response deadline precedes next PC meeting – Clerk to respond. (Members to email Clerk ASAP & before deadline)     

	SLDC ref
	   Address
	   Applicant
	   Development
	  Deadline
	  MPC Response

	SL/2016/0056
	4 Haverflatts Lane
	Baggeley (dentist –

was Dawber)
	Replacement outdoor signs
	03/03/16
	No objections


Type B applications – SLDC deadline falls after next PC meeting – Members to discuss at mtg.

	SL/2016/0073
	4 Sycamore Grove,

Ackenthwaite
	Houghton
	Single-storey extension,

elevated deck & car-port
	17/03/16
	Some concerns


Decisions received from SLDC                                                                                                                           SLDC decision
	SL/2015/0419
	Beggarside Hill,

Haverflatts Lane
	Parsons
	General purpose agricultural bldg
	Appeal against earlier refusal dismissed


(More planning information available on SLDC website – southlakeland.gov.uk)
7.2 Related matters & correspondence :  none.
8.   Finance:                     
                     MPC – FINANCIAL REPORT                      MONTH – FEBRUARY  2016                      MEETING – 14th March  2016
                8.1 Report on bank receipts, bank payments (for approval) & bank balances.

                    Date         Transaction       Payee/er                  Detail                                                Current a/c              Reserve Funds

                                                                                                                                                       £                        £                       £
                    01/02/16    Opening balances                                                                                                     19,470.71           21,933.17

                    29/02/16    Receipts:   62       Market        Rents collected February                                              695.30

                                                                         “           Correction re May 2015                                                       .72                   

                                                        63       SLDC         DR speedwatch grant                                                    300.00                             

                          “           Payments:

                                                        DD     SLDC         Rates (market)                                      -

                                                        DD     SLDC         Rates (public toilets)                            -

                                             470     DD     Texaco       Guard card                         .50   

                                                                                      VAT                                   .10

.                                                                                                                                                   .60

                                             471    464     M Moser     Legal (v green reg)       456.00

                                                                                      VAT                               90.00

                                                                                                                                              546.00

                                             472    465     Npower      Toilets elec to 31/01     111.24

                                                                                      VAT                                 5.57

                                                                                                                                              116.81         

                                             473    466     Miln A&C  Mkt posters                                          40.00 

                                             474  467-471  Payroll     February                                        1,147.92             

                                                                                                                                           ________                                       

                                      Total payments in month                                                                                          -1,851.33
                                                                                                                                                                        ________          ________

                     29/02/16    Closing balances                                                                                                     18,615.40          21,933.17         
                                                                                                                                                                        ________          ________

                     29/02/16    Total funds all accounts                                                                                                        £40,548.57

                     Resolved – that the above payments be approved.
                 8.2 Other financial matters – none.
9. Market - rents for February £695 – total for year 2015/16 to date £9,676 (2014/15 - £6,864).
Trading was generally satisfactory for the time of year. Agreed – an advertisement for the 2016 Good Friday market would appear in the Westmorland Gazette 23 March issue for same cost as in 2015. Laminated advertising flyer for 2016 received and distributed at the meeting. Approved – application by Green Dental for a market stall and suggestion that they be offered the opportunity of maintaining the memorial garden in response to their wish to make some floral contribution to the village scene. The usual attractions had been arranged for Good Friday 2016. Toilets were being maintained generally to an acceptable level.
10. To receive any reports from representatives on outside bodies – none.
11. Highways matters:                                                                                                                                     
Yellow lining remained to be completed (see 6.2 above), The overgrown trees in Church Street had now been cut back.  
12. Parish Matters (for information only):
Cllr Bingham – reported progress in identifying future uses for the Methodist Chapel building. Bulls Head pub again looking dilapidated despite fairly recent (but poorly executed) refurbishment – Clerk to write to selling agents to request tidying.
              Cllr Lachmann – reported increase in incidence of dogs being exercised on the playing field and

              consequent fouling.
              Cllr Baverstock – asked that the Clerk formally remind Don Tallon that the high-visibility jacket
              provided by MPC should be worn at all times when on MPC business. Also suggested that the Clerk
              write to Houghtons to ask if their earlier kind offer of assistance with the production (design/content)

              of the Heritage Trail master-plaque might still be available.
              Cllr Dodds – asked when the clearance of footways (as requested earlier from Highways) might be

              done. Clerk to follow up.

13. Current PC business – item 29 (Heritage Trail plaque) nearing final stage of production.
14. Milnthorpe Economic Plan – nothing further to report.
15. Milnthorpe Parish Council elections 2016 – nomination packs were distributed to all members at the meeting. It was emphasised that these should be carefully completed in accordance with the attached instructions and returned by hand as soon as possible to SLDC (return deadline strictly 4.00pm on Thursday 7th April 2016). An election expenses form had to be completed by each candidate, including a NIL form where there were no such expenses. The Clerk was available to answer any queries and held a list of all current electoral numbers.
16. The Queen’s 90th birthday celebrations – agreed – that a tree be planted to mark this occasion.
17. General correspondence:
11 Feb – Milne Moser – rejection by CCC of MPC’s application to amend its village green registration.

24 Feb – Deloitte – notification of Ride Around Britain event 2016 – calling at Milnthorpe 14/09/16.

27 Feb – Scott – complaint about free-running dogs in Dallam Park – Clerk to write response.
18. Reading Matter – Clerks & Councils Direct – issue 104 – February 2016.

19. Notice of items to be included on agenda for next meeting – nothing additional to the above.
20. Date of next meeting – 7.30pm on Monday 11th April 2016 at the Catholic Church Hall
The meeting closed at 9.10pm
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